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E. ILISLLISSSLISHD | 
To the READER. 


Chriſtion Readcr. 
wk OA Seaſonable the following Diſcourſe was 
and how well accommodated to the Ocs 
caſion for which it was  Leieled, and 
Audience before whom it was De'tivereg, 
, may poſſibly be queſtioned by fuch as em 
ther are poſieſied with an overmeening O pinion of a Ne- 
gative Commendation given us, that we are not ſo bai, 
or ſo far gone as many other Peop'e who make a Pro- 
Feſſion 3 © or are little concerned in clſerving, either 
Men 'or Providences, and c:mparing them with Scrip- 
ture Rules ; But he that ſhall ſerioufly ponder how far 
we are decimed from what we ſometimes were 5, how 
many things are Dead among us, and bow theſe that 
Remain are ready to dy ; how much God hath 
done. for us more than for many cthers, and how 
we have Requited bim ; how loyg he hath been deat: 
ing with us in a way of Fudeaments, and what means 
have been uſed to Reciaim us ; all which netwi hſtands 
3g, neither are we retwned to God, nor is bis An» 
ger turned away from us ; cannot but Sul ſcribe to ztz, 
and ſay, it was a Word upon it's Wheels And 
tru'y, when we are caſt in Common Law, . what 
have we to bope in but Prerogative Mercy ? When 
Gord Men in all Orders find all attempts to recover a” 
Back/lidden Peopie awfully to be fruſtrated, nreds muſt 
they fink in diſpondency, and loſe their Faith and 
Hope, did they not encourage them by this conſiders 
tien, that as God can, ſo he frequently doth, take ſuch 
an Oppertunity to make himſelf known ; and fs have the 
Whole Glory of ſush a Peoples Salvation aſcribed to him. 
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To the READFR. - 


The Author of this Sermon, is one whoſe Works Praiſe 
him in the Gates, and cannot be adged to by any come 
mendation of mine. He hath lived to ſee many changes 
in this Land; and being awfully ſerfible of the decays of 

 Pradical Ho:ineſs, and the folemm Tokens of Divine dife 
pleaſure at a People who were ſometimes highly favoured 
by their God ;, hath on all Occafions been ready to thruſt 
into the Gap, and endeavour the preventing of Ruin, by 
prometing 4 throw Reformation : but finding hore 

Jittle Succeſs (ach Efiays kave had, hath thereupon, with 
Eli, Sat trembling for the Ark of the God *f Ifrael : 
& had fainted, but that he believed to ſee the Salva- 
tion of God. He hath here told us, where he found 
ve ref againft his ſinking and overwheiming thoughts, even 
3n him who works for his Great Name, when it hatb 
been Profaned by a Peop.e of his Covenant : and hath 
recommended it for an exceilent help to encourage the 
Faith, and animate the Prayers of the truly God'y mnts 
perſeverance in waiting to See Gods Salvations z af* 
furing us that neither cur Sins, nor our preſent Impeni= 
texce, can obſtruft G:ds Grace, or prevent his appearmg 

for our help, in $Subduing our Iniquities, and reſtorin 
us to his favour : that when times are never ſo black, f 
c:md canſes afford little or no relief, and there is none 
fhur up or lefe, ye: Czlo reſtat fter, and there 15 
THEOS9 APO MECHANES. That the Publication 

of thifSermon,may anſwer the deſire s of theſe who earneſtly 
fought for it, and be made profitable, as to ſhow us more 

ef our own State, ſo to put us upon greater znduſtry in all 
$ren' neceſiary dnties; and(becauſe there is yet hope 
WIFae!,) to ſer upon the work fo often ſolemnly preſſed 
non us,05 hitherto fo little purſued,ſhall be the Pnayer of, 

'* Ori that waits for the Conſolation of Iſrael, 

. S. WILLARD. 
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MANS EXTREMITY, 


GODS OPPORTUNITY. 


# 


Hoſea I. 7. 


But I will have mercy upon the Fuſe of 
Judah ;' and wil ne them by the Lord 


their Ged. 


—rC_—_— A 


E find in the C ontext , 
that. the Houſe of. [/r racls 
(that is) the ten Tribes 
having by their  Spirtrual 
Whoredoms , given not 

only Conception, out; Birch both unto Loru- 

hamphb and Loamm: : Gag in his Holy Jeas 
louſig and. Righteous Jodggient had reſolved 
to: caſt them off toy, ir.» Agaſt Cys A | 

Idolatry, as « Repr gbe e Fra TIENES, 


. 
—_— 


Judah, werſe 7. But I wiil have mercy upon, 


the Houſe of Fudah, and will ſave them by the 
Lord their God, Tudah (was at this time )- 
very Smful, Back fliding Pecple ; ſinking into a 
depth of grofs Atottacy to Idolawy ajlo ; 
whiclf God upbraids them with, 7judgipg'and 


_ * Eondemhing them, as more wile and mexcuſa- 


ble, than Ifradl, Fer. 4; xx. Yet God,-.j his 
Sovereign Grace, 4gakes a ſure P:omjde- of 
day and Salvattonjito Judab I DO 
1 "Wyn t he Hbuſe: of 'Fudaby and mm 

ar to-periorm Ft, by*Saring- of 


them, 


— *” — — — DT ———_ — 


Gvdsg' Opportunity 3 
chem, in a mire immediate and extraordina- 
ry way of working by. himſelf; and ll 
ſave them by the Lord their God ; intimating 
thereby, that Judah alſo was paſt hope of 
Salvation in any ordinary way : Whence we 
have his | | 


DOCTRINE. 


That at ſome times, and in ſome caſes, God doth 
in Sovereign Mercy, Save his Churches and 

© People; both from Sin "and Judgment, in a 
more immeaiate and extraordinary way of 
' Working by himſelf. © 


T will have mercy upqn the Houſe of Tudah, 
and will ſave them by the ord their God ; This 
great . comprehenſive Promiſe contains the 
Summe of all Promiſes of Temporal Salvation 
co the Church, both'trom Sin and Judgment, 
which God hath made, or doth accomplith, 
in this world ; and theret ore it hath been, 
and -doth remain the+ toundatien of Faith, 
Hope;*Gonfidence & Conwort, to the Church 


In all Aves, in their greateſt depths, When 


they Mtye been maſt ready to periſh+ in their 


 Apoffacy, Calamity and* Milery,, The Pre» 
Hier of 


ot God; the” Prayers of che Church® ad 
a Fthe off Notable: 15} es of {yh glorious 
Sflvations, -whichs we' Vl recorted in 6 
OM Word 


Word of God, FS, all concur, Fr prove; 


That God at ſame times, and. in (ome caſes, dath 
in Sovereign Grace, ſave his Churches, both from 
Sin and Fudg ment in a m__ Immediate . and 
BeLery Way of working himſelf : 

_ This Dodtrine opens it wu unto - with 
a fulnefs of Scripture Evidence | in the feveral 
parts of it ;- 

r.. That all DEE LES fo the Children of men 
are from God ; He who is God alone, muſt 
needs be the only Saviour ; therefore he p 
emphatically ſtyled, zhe Saviour ; Iſa. 4 
O God of Ijrael the Saviour ; and os 2T. 
There is mo God elſe dec des me, s juſt God and a 
Sovimr ; Iſa. 43.11. 1 exer I am the Lord, 
and befs te 2me >" oy is "a Sawiour ; therefore he 
is ſtyled the” God of. Salvation, Pſal. 68. 20. 
He that is our God is the God of Salvation 3 
hence Salvation belongs only to the Lord, ”[al. 2, 
8. al} who know and believe him to be 
Gad, muſt necds acknowledge him to, be the 
| only Author of all, both Temporal, Spiritual 

and Ecterna] Salvations, to. all - the Children of 
men, who. partake of any. Salvations, Tia... 45- 
22. Took wito me and be ye Saved, allthe- End F4 
the Earth, for 1 am God, and there. bs Td 


a7, Me "God works airs 4 tinds ani de 
Saly : .thers. are divers ,wayes of. 
dn. whercin God wgrks as.2 Sopot; thers 
vo exrarial, Som, apory © Sargons, 
1 


2 of 


| Gods. Opportunity. 5 
whieh .God . works. in his commorr :Provi- 
dence ;. theſs God works in divers wayes 
and degrees for, all the Children of men. By 
theſe Salvations it is that he moderates all 
the Evils of the Curſe, fo far as ro give man 
a-Being and-Subſiſtence in this world,more or 
leſs comfortable, .as ſeemeth good- co. him ; 
Pſal.. 107.. per tat. We have an-Indudtion 
of ſuch kind of. Salvations, with a reiterated 
Exhortation, To Prazſc the Lord for his Goodneſs 
aud for bis wonderful- Works to the Children of 
men; | Again, God. works fych Salvation i 

- commiun Frovidence alſo, but in ſpecial, Mercy to 

| his Churches and People, Deut. 33. 29. Haps 
2y art thou O Iſrael, who is like to thee, a People 
Saved. by the Lord, There are' alſo Special _ 
Satwations;which God worketh for his Church- 
es and. People, in the way of his Spirztual 
Providence, in Saving Mercy ; which are the 
only Saving dalvations, and which hold a ne- 
ccllary Conne&tion, with Eternal Salvation ; 
this is the moſt glorious Salvation which God 
works for his People in this World, when he 
Saves,hts People. from their Sins, and from all 
Spiricual Evils.and Enemies, and to this all. 
WS Salyation to the Church in this”. , 

World, do vltimately referr. . This is, and 

_ Fill be. che, Cenſummation of all Temporal - 

Salvations to thg\Church in this World, as it 

will appear glorjoylly ia the lalt and full Ac: 


| } 


6 -*MWangs Extremity, 
_ compliſiment of this Promiſe” in' our "Text, 
whep that Acclamation ſhall be heard, Rev. 
Y2.10. Now'& come Salvation and Strength, t he 
Kingdom” of ' our God, and the Power of his 
© 3." That: God works all, bith Tenpiral ans 
Spiritual' Salvations for his Churches and People, 
either more Mediately or ' more | Immedittely : he 
works common Salvation in a way ot -medi- 
ate, ordinary Providence ; and fo all Gods 
Propitious, Profperous Providences may © be 
taid to 'be Salvations ? God works ſpecial, 
extraordinary Salvations for his People in 4 
more Immediate, Extraordinary way of 'Provi- 
dence ; *alchough it may not de altogether Im 
mediately, yet more immediately; there may be 
a more Immediate Influence of Divine Wit- 
dom #nd* Power, which may make the, Salva- 
t1on 'wrought, Wenderful, if not Miraculons ; 
fach as God wrought tor his Church of Old, 
in Egypt, in the Wildernefs, in the times: of 
the Judges, and of ſonie' of: the Kings,” and 
afterwarcs, In this way of werking it, that 
Got] is-ſaid*o Save his People by his on No 
Pal. 

7 

1 


Hand, and by his own' Arm," Plal. 44. 3. Pl 

57. I5, afidto Save them ##þ an High Have, 
and Ouftfrexched Arm, Pxod:'6. 6. and't4.'8. 
When'the Lord- doth *ake bare bis Arm, th 

All the Tfps'of the Earth may ſee bis Salvatios* 
Ia, 52: r9 Moſt- immediately. God! works, 
ww, Ave. ; 10 


. 


T 


Xen, 


- 
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; Gwe Onportuntp * 7 
in working of Spirittal Salvations * Now 
God may be ſaid ro work more immediately. 
©" I.' When he 10orÞs as a Creator ; when it is 
Ereat*ns Work, t*Ad tm fome refpetts )* the 
moit Glorious Crenting Work, or Work of 
Erentin; for God to Create to hinifelf a 
People, a Church, PAL .102. 18. The People: 
that (ball be Created, ſhall Praiſe the  Tayd, fo 
Ila. 41.20. Ta. 43. t.' Thus ſairh the Lord that 
Crented thee, O' Facos, &c. ver. 7.- For. I bave 
Created him for\'my Giory; and ver. x5. Þ am 
the Lerd, the Creator of Iſrael, your Ring. 'Sure- 
ly God wii; work more glorioufly 'by him- 
KRIF, i2 Creating the - New Heavens and 'the 
New #2r:h, Ia. 65. 17; 18, For behold. [ Cre- 
te New. Heavens anda new Earth, be you plead 
and rejrice for ever in that which I Create; for 
beh:14, 1 Create Jeruſalem, a rejojcing, and ber 
People a jey ; - ia, 45, 8. Drop down ye Hea- 
weps from above, and" let the Shies pour down 
Righteouſneſs ; bet the Earth open, and let them 
bring forth Salvation: 1 the Lord bave \Created 
A? "Obſerve, Ged Crezterh this moſt Glotious 
Spiritual Salvatgon for his Church. | 

2. Ged works more Tmediately by \bimſelf in 
Shwing of his People, when he wirks by a more 
and gloriouy'\exerciſe of the Power of Chriſt 
Aecator? "God wail all Satvations iby bis 
SoaT hs is thereihh@ eminently" fiyled, the 
Stviow 5 tethath wronght Spirituuk and Etere 
SAL! 7al 


nal. Redemption und Salvation; and "he applies it 

fo all. bis Ek#: He is Exalted by Gods own -| + 
_ Right- Hand, to be a Prince. and a Savieur, Ats |" 
ſ- ot There is Salyation in, none other, nor "any" | 

_ other Name gioen under -Heaven amongft men, | 
whereby we can be Saved: Afﬀts 4. 12. 'he is || 
 theretore called Feſus, Becauſe he came to Save 
bis. People \from their Sins, Mat. 1. 21, All 
Temporal Salvations wrought for the Church 
of Old, are: attributed unto him; Ia, 63. 
Io. Is all their Afflitions he was Afﬀided, and-' 
the Angel of - bis Preſence ſaved. them ; God ap- 
ana wrought by him, in Saving his 

People out of  Egypr, Exod. 3/2. in the Wil- 
dernefs, - Exod. 23. 20. and in bringing of 
them into Cazaan, Joſh." F. 13, 14. and in || 
bringing the Church out of Babilon, Zech: r. | 

.* 22. thus God alwayes Saved his People by. 

. th2' Angel of his Preſence; and therefore. all 
Salvations which-God works for his People | 
- in all Ages of the World, until the Church | 
Mitlicane'become Triumphant, are aſcribed ta 
him, Rev, 7. 10; Salvation to our God, and Yhe 
Lamb -  that-is to God working -more imme! 
diately by Chriſt Mediator. > 
ploy __ aps Ve Wop Soon? 4 br 
74 paar Rag migSpirit, el. 

| my. by mmghhe. tor by gwen but by my\ Spine, 
5 fu "bo 'Lord ofe- Hoff «5, hat: Is - 
ately by-wy ſelf. _Thisi-0gng ether ”y 
G Ity Var ame | 


© he 


ow 


| ſame Promiſe wich this in our Text, renewed 


Py 0 7" > b>.- aint. Fe. 
\ 


bg 


J»#l then, at the firſt period of the Signal Ac- 


|= compliſhment of it ; though it may have 2 


mote full and notable Accompliikhment, -n0t 
ohly unto them, but to the whole Chureh of 


| God. inthe:World, at the rime apgyinted; and 


tiuly, this great Promiſe - of the Spirit, ( fo 


| -oitca rtnewed in the. Scriprure, ) it hath been 


and ever, will -be in ſucceflive Accomplitt- 


.ment to the Church ; it is that whereby >> 
. Church harh lived, and been upheld in. all 


Ages, as the foundation 'of their Faich, Con 
fidence and Perſeverancc. *S* fzÞ "EE 
;,. 4. God | works, more immediately by his Ward 


' when be make it mighty and powerful, to all the 


ſeomg Effetts and Ends of it ; eſpecially 'in the 
Corrverſion & Reformation of his. People;;. he 


- 7 . works all ſaving work, all Spiritual Salvation 
| for his Church by the means of the Miniſtry 
| of his ward ; ( that 5s ) he works more inme- 
| <iately by this meaxs, it being the higheſt -means 
{ of che working of Divine Wiſdom and Power, 
| eſpecially upon che Souls of men : the Church 


intheir return out of Babylon, could not re- 


| Cover themſelves, nor be recovered by any 


through Retormation unto Salvation-until God 
wrought more immediately by the Miniſtry of - 


| his Ward,. in the Propheſyigg of Haggei and 


Zechary, Ezra. 6. 14. as we read more art large 
Hag, 2. 32, 13, 14. Thew Zerubbabel the: _ | 

3 I : ; | 0 
ge? wa _ 


». 
Fd 


| | : uz 
wo — Mans Extveinſey 


of Shealtiel arid Foſhus the Hisb Prieffs,, with all 


the remmant of the people, did" obey the woice of 
the Lord, aud the words ef | Ha#gai the Prophet : 
and they did fear the Lord ; then ſpake Haggai 


the Lords Meſſenger in the Lords Meſſage to the. 
People, ſoa. 1am with you ſaith the Lad's 
By. 


Obſerve, when the Word works, then God 
is. with.a people.to Save them ; therefore it 


follows, and the Lord flirrtd wp the Spirit of 


Zern%babels Nothing could ' be Cone until 


God himdalf, wrovght by himielf in the 2f5- 


sifry of tis. Word, ang] then all Saving Work 
went on powerfully and profperouſlv. Thus 
we may underſtand how'God Saves his 'Peo- 


ple by the Lord therr God 5 winch WAS the maif \þ 


A», 


thing to be opened and proved 5 Bur, 

. Thert'are certain times, and extraordinary 
caſes, wherein God-thus Saves bis Feople by bim- 
felf, « that is ) in general, when their Condi- 
tion in it felz, ant as to them, . bs alrogcther 
hopeleſs arid belpleſs 5 eicher refpeRing - their 
Sins, growing more and more general, pow- 


 erful, incortizible, penal, judicial, paſt any - 

_ ordinary hope'of Retormation $' their Defeats 
lon and Apoſtacy in the Lite and Power'of 
Religion fo deep, thar 'there is no ordinary 
' hope of recovery. All both Spiricual 'and . 
Poiitical Woundg &-Sickneffes 5-1o tmmedicas 


ble & incurabl> that-rthey are paſt * orfifary 
| hope of healing ; ſo when apeapls weintexs 
S | | tream, 


— 


_ * ; 
> . & 
' 2 hs ay S X A . 


L inevitable danger of periſhing -in | their own 


fins, under. Gods Judgments, both Temporal 
and Sptritual Judgments; unleſs God, in So- 
vexeign Mercy, appear and work .Salyation 
| for*them by. himſelf : When .all things. ara 
| 20ff man, pa} means; when the Wiſdom, the 


| 2ower,the Heart, the Spirit, the Prayers, En. 


leavours and Labours of man fail, then it is 
:me for the Church to cry out, as Pal. 129. 
126.1: is time for thee, Lord, to work : More 
DIGG: i: 5-2 4.15. 

1.. When a People are fallen into fon @ depth 
of Spiritual Heart | Apcftacy, as that they are 
: tereby become, 10k, euly ſecure, but utterly ſenſes 


| fps [ettiſh,' ſtupid, fupine, and ſo altogether igne- 


r8nt, careleſs, regardleſs of the greateſt Concerns 


; | >1exgs of their own Good and Welfgre, and of 


ther own Salvation, either from Sin, or Tudge 
ent, as bcing ſepicleſs of both, not.minding, 
or caring which way things go, nor what: 
toth, become ot themſelves, or of the main 
iriceceſt ot God, of Chriſt, or of the, Churche 
&%.z ready to ſpeak .as they, Ezck. 33. 10. 


| 1f,eur Tranſgreſ{ions, aud Iniquities be, upon us, and, 


we ue. away in them, how then can we Live, as; 
it they ſhould hae aid, there is no hope,we, 


| i5all periſh. in, our ſins, and thus they cone. 


- lude, careleſly.and delperarely ; .and as they, 
ifs. 3: 6, In, that dey ſhall be fear, ſeging, L 
"vl wot be 4 Healer, make jng 203 6 Rujer. of the, 

£45: hs gk, | People * 


*T7 $5 
SE bc ps 


; fi "Wang - Erkremirth, 


People {; Tt follows, verſe *8. For Yernſalmm'is 
abe<eg bv? Fudab 1s fallen: Thus they _—_ 


themſelves as deſperate. — - - 


2. When tboſe who are fincerely concerned for | 
the: Welfare and ' Saluation of ' the | People avid | 


Churches, © are altogether | diſpirttel, *and ſactumb 
under ſinking diſcouragements 5 Hearts fainting, 


- Spirits failing, have no heart Teft in them; co' 


make any further eflay, or to-do any thing, 
bur to fit-down; Monurn, Weep and Lament, 


as the Profther, Jer. 8. 18. Hben 7*would" com: | 


fort my ſelf againſt Jorrow, my heart" is *faint "in 
me; the Harweff is palt, the Summer 15 ended, 


gn we. are nof-healed ; for the hurt: of the Dang h- 


"Te of my People, 1 am kurt, I am black, Afte- | 


zifhrnent harb jqken bold upon me : 1s there no 


Balm in Gila? 1s there no Phyſician there? 
fo Jer. 9. 1:*O that mine head -were waters, aud 
_ inane eyes & fountain of Tears, that I might witp 
way and night, &c. To Mic. 7. 1. Wo is me! 
When ic is thus, it is time to cry, Heip "Lord?! 


Pſa. 12; 15. 


3- When God  feems to have wrought, and | 


. Gone for 3 people, all that can ordimartly be done, 


by: the improvement of means, ro Save themfrom | 


. #ll defroying Evits, eſpecially from their-Sins; 
and to reclaim and reduce citm to Himſelf . 


and to ſecure and adyance beck rHeir 'Temn- 


poral and. Spiritual Welfare.. When God 
| Ieaks after che' manner" of mmeti,” ab 'It were 


Complaining, | 


— 


—Y Wwe TICS TOI. S 


* 


we % v __ 


Q, _ al wo | 


Wy 
ny 


| | GodsF Opportunity. =; 
;s | Complaining, Ifa. 5. 4. What could have bees © 
Hoe more to my Vineyard, that 1 have net done 

| m1 it; fo Fer.g. 7. I will milt them and try 
or | them; for what fhall 1 do for the daughter of my 

; People : Hol. 6. 4. O Epbraim what ſhall 1 do 
wnto thee? O Fudabh what (ball I do unto thee® 
God ſpeaketh here: as men do when they 
know not what to do more. 
: -£. When bereapon God doth ceaſe to work in an 
ordinary way by ordinary means, and leaves # 
if pope zo themſelves ; withdraws his Spirit, his 

refence, his Power, his Counſel, his Condu, 

tis Protection and Benediction, and gives 
them up to their own wills aud wayes, Coun- 
\ {tk and Courfes, to do what they will with 
| themſelves : When God deſerts his own work 
among a people, ſuffers his own Worſhip and 
Ordinances to.be ineffeAual, if not judicial { 
When God faith ,of a People, as of them, 
| Deuc. 32. 20. 1 will bide my face front them, 
T1 will [ce what their end will be ; what lamen- -. 
table evil end they will bring themlelves an- 
| 0; and as Ho: 4. 16. Ephraim is joined to 
Idols, let bim alone : When God appears only 
 "'mS @ Stranger is the Land; as @ man aſtonied, 

: mighty man that canner. Save; Jer.” 14. 8. 
_ Sirely then there is no hope, unleſs God 
magnhifie his Sovereign | Grace in Saving ſuch 
a Peo le by himfelf. > AS 
 $: Who the Irene of the Wirld is Bluſe 
es : 


= _ —_ = 
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and Exalted ; and the Interef of Religion 5s thers* 
þ enpoſed, depojed and depreſſed- When the 
Sirit of Worldlineſs grows exceeding high 
and ſtrong, and the Spirit of Religion--grows 
low and weak, weaker and weaker, languiſh- | 
ing even unto death; when the World: pre- 
yaik againft, and over Religion, to ſtrike 
it paft ordinary hope of a Reſurredtion : 
When the Spirit ef the World, is the reigning, 
goTernigg {piric, and carrys all before it 3 no- 

ing can be done but in ſubſerviency to it, 
when it is become che Spirit of the Times ; 
truly then all kind of Impediments and Ob- 
ftrucions to the Work of God, will become 
inſuperable. All Spiritual Evils, which are 
moſt dangerous and deftru&ive, will become 
wreſiftible and invincible, and the Work of 
Reformation, more and more 3mpracicable 
and impoſſible, unleſs God 'undertake it . by 
Himſelf ; for when the fomndations are thus out 
of conrſe, or deſtroyed, what can the Righteous de, 
Pſs. 11. 3. at fech times, and in ſuch caſcs as 
theſe, nothing but Sovereign Grace can' 
Save us. * | 

Which is the laſt thing in the Dodarine : 
theretore, SY 

5. It remains to be proved, That hen God 
#bus Saveth bis. People by himſe}f, it is in Sove- 
reign Mercy z this is moſt evident by the in- 
Range in ous ex? ;, for when this Promile of 
aps: Salyagion 


Gods? Gpportimnity, ''g 
Salvation was made to FuJ{sh, and much more 
before it was' moſt. ſignally Accompliſhe to 
them, Judab was as bad, yea: worſe, more 
wicked than Iſrael, as was hinted before from 
Fer. 3. 11. andis more at large fet forth, in 
Ezek.16.48.8&c. where comparing 7#4as with 
Samaria, God concludes that Judah had com- 
micted more (ins, & more aboniinable, than Sa- 
maria ; that Samaria had not committed balf ihe 
fins that Tudah bad ; yea, that Judah was worſe 
than Sedow : yet God: ſaith in our Text and 
Context, 1 will n6' more have meroy upon the 
Houſe of Iirael, but will utterly take them away. 
But I avill bave mercy upew the Heuſe of Judab, 
and will Save them by the Lord their God: this 
muſt*needs be Sovereign Grace .in the glory 
of it. Thus it appears, That at ſome times, 
and in ſome caſes, God doth in Sovereign Mercy 
Save bis people, both from Sin and Fudgment, in 
# more immediate and extraordinary way of Works 
Wt ps 0 | = SK etnl 
TI ſhall pretermit. what might and oug ht to 
| have been ſpoke in the Application, by 
way .of Inference, for Inftrution, or Admo- 
nition ; and to proceed to the 


- EXHORT ATION: 


. Which ſpeaketh in general to all che Peo- 
ple and Gluurchss of a. FR 


(i : 


«, . 
A 6 Ph 
. * fy. 


far ( at leaſt } as they may be ſpoken unto; 
and addreſt, in Pong Frm Aſſembly : and 
It is to Move; Excite and Encourage us, Ss 
#0 approve and apply our ſelves unto God, as be 
way be graciouſly nioved to have mercy upon us, 
and to Save ms by the Lord our God; (that 3s) 
'" #0 Save ws in Sovereign Mercy, in a more imme- 
ry and extraordinary way of working by bims 
Fo, not ſuch an Exhortation be thought 
Improper,or impertinentgo N.E. as to think or 
fay within our ſelves, we hope, We are not yet 
come to that Iamentable paſs, mor reduced to ſuch 
an extremity, as to'be under an extream neceſſity 
Fo implore Sovereign Mercy for our Sabvation'y 

we hope our Condition is not yet ſo hopeleſs, but 
that we.may hope to be Saved, in the ordmary 
way of the working of Gods Power and Mercy; 
by ordinary means ; and therefore that it may ve 
Foo much a ſcandal and reproach, to be repreſented 
Otherwiſe as a people, utterly loſt and gone it hont 
Sovereign Mercy, O would to God, it were 
not ſo much ſo, as, upon ſerious con 
flideration, we may conclude it is 3 but we 
mult underftand, that an--Apoltatizing ''Peo« 
ple, are moſt ſecure, when they are moſt in - 
danger, Iſa. g7. 10. Tet ſaideft thi not there 
3s 20 hope, thou baſt found the life of thine hand, 
Z — thou waſt not grieved : Oblerve, an 
hard rand People will pore er 
T1 Ys 
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Fay, there is no hope, till ic be too late 3 there- 
fore although I believe, that we are yet a peas 
ple, as hopeful, as to Salvation, i= the iſſue, as 
any other viſible people of God in-the World, 
if not more : ( 1 ſay in the iſſue ) yet thoſe who 
' have any right underſtanding of our preſent 
State, Frame and Hay, muſt needs acknows- 
ledge, That we have need of preſent Help and _ 
Salvation from.God himſelf, working by himſelf 
in Sovereign Mercy; and therefore that it 1s 
our inſtant Duty and Concernment, ſo ta 
epprove and apply our ſelves unto him, as that we 
may obtain it, | 
* I ſhall therefore amplifie this Exhortation, 
by ſhewing : 7 

T. How it doth appear, that we fland in ſuch 
preſent need of Sovereign Mercy. 

2. How we ought ſo to approve our ſerves to 
God, as that we may be prepared to be made the 
Subjetts of it, and to recive it. 

3- How we ought ſo to apply our ſelves to God 
for it, as that we may obtain it. 

* That we may be ſenſible, that we have 
prokine need of fuch Salvation' from God. 

e may conſider : 

I. Whether we can expeF that God ſhould do 
any more for us in the ordinary way of the works 
ing of bis Ordinate Power and Mercy, by ordina» 
- ry means, than he hath already done, to Save us 

God doth put the Query . to*his People for 

- LS | B 3 F Convictt- 


* 
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Convidtion : W2at could have been done more; 
that I have not done ? What ball I do for the 
Danghter of my People ? O' phraim, What ſhall 
I ao unto thee ? It may not, it cannot be de: 
nied, but that God did as much in our firſt 
Conſtitution ; ( when be Planted theſe Hea- 
pens, and Laid the Foun dation of this Earth, 
and [aig to New England, thou art my People } 
for Eſtabliſhment before him, in Faith, Obe- 
diencc and Perſeverance under his Covenant, 
and in his Kingdom, and to ſecure us from' 
DefeRtion, and , Apoſtacy from 'him'; -as we 
can ſay, that ever he hath done for” any 
People theſe many Ages : Can we ſay, what 
God could have done more tor us, to Setile 
us in a ſtedfaſt Standing before him, with 
cloſe, conſtant adherence to' him, then he 
Hath,done. He choſe us, and ſet us apart to 
be a peculiar people to himſelt ; he gave us 
- a Conſtitution, compleated with all kind of 
Priviledges , Liberties, and Immunities, both 
Civil ind Religious, which any people could 
deſire, enjoy or improve, unto'the promotion 
_ of both Holineſs and Righteoufneſs, Godli- 

nefs. and Honeſty ; he gave us a tull and 
 compleat ſtanding under his Covenant in his 
Kingdom, or in Church State : He, gave ts 
his Houſe, with all the Spiritual ' Furniture 
_ at}d Provilion of it; pure Do&rine and Wor. 
| ſhip, the whok Goipel Miziſtry, and Mini- 
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Rration ; the whole: Faith and Order of the 
Goſpel, and hath hitherunto kept us in the 
full Poſ{eflion, Enjoyment and Improvements 
of all, with full Freedom, Liberty, Seaſons, 
Opportunities , Advantages, Encouragements,to 
do any thing, everything,that was neceſflary for 
the advancement of Religion,and the intereſt 
and work of our Lerd Chriſt, and our own 
Eſtabliſhment with fafety from Apoſtacy 
he hath granted & continued a ſpecial day of 
Grace, with all poſſible means -of Grace, for 
the carrying on of the work of Converſion 
and Edification, and for. the progreſs of all 
Saving Work, both in Churches and ir Fa- 
milies, both in Publick, and in Private : He 
alſo Created « Defence upon all the Glcry, and 
appointed his Salvation for Walls and Bulwarks, 
hat could we expe, that God could ce 
more for us in the ordinary way of the Im- 
pravement of Means ? Well, notwithſtand- 
all this, we have made a woful deteciion 
frem God; inſoruch, that he may juſtly. 
upbraid us, as he did them, Deut. 32. 6. Do 
ge thus Requite the Lord your God, O fooliſh pes- 
ple and unwiſe ! Is net be thy Father, hath not he 
mmade thee, and eftab'iſht thee; Rememler ibe 
dayes of Ola ; ask thy father, and he will ſhew 
# bee, thy Elders, and they will tell thee. . Now 
then, let us further con{jder, What God could 
have dons more for us, to tecoyer and reſiore 
| B 4 : us, 
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us, and bring us back again to himſelf, and 
this either by his Word, or by his Forks. Let 
mage, OO 
I. How much, how long, how powerfully God 
bath Iabourel with us by bis Word, . and by his 
Spirit therein. It hath been his great Work, 
by the Miniſtry of his Word, to awaken, 
convince and humble us for our Sins, by 
charging, judging, condemning, threatning, 
denouncing very dreadfully againſt ms for 
them, by ſuch of his Servants whom: he com- 
manded to cry aloud, and not to ſpare, to lift u 
their voices like Trumpets, in teftifying anc 
crying againſt thoſe Sins, and” ways of fin- 
- ning ; eſpecially thoſe Heaven affrighting, aſto- 
niſhing Sins, whereby we have ſo far exchanged 
our Glory, for that which profiteth not ;. ( that 1s) 
Our God for the World, as Fer. 2 11, 12, 13. 
Alſo God hath by his 'Word, plainly propofed 
and: preſſed all the ———_ Duties of the 
Times ; wherein the work of Reformation doth 
conſiſt ; and wherein he ' hath called us with 
_ utmoſt importunity,to turn unto him ;.movin 
of us by all his moſt gracious Promiſes, of ali 
Kinds of S4lvationsz and all this, with infi- 
nice Patience and Long Suffering, from One 
Generation to another ;' as Neh. 9.. 30. et 
many years didft thou forbear them, _ eſt ifiedſ# 
againſt them by thy Spirit in the Prophets, yet 
would they not give eat ; and Zech, 7, 17: 3d 
os ate” ** 
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they refhſed to bearken, and pulled away the 
Shoulder, and ſtopped their Ears, that they ſhould 
not hear ; yea, they made their hearts like an A- 
damant Stone, leſt they ſhould bear 5; and from 
'thenceforth, God gave them up to Sin and 
Jadgment, Plal. 81. 11. But my people would 
mor hearken to my voice, Iſrael would have none 
of me ; By rejecting of his Word, they reject- 
ed God himſelf ; therefore it follows, So [ 
gave them up to their own hearts Luſfs, to walk 
after their own counſels ; O' that my People had 
bearkened unto me, I ſhould ſoon have ſubdued 
their Enemies, &c. From thenceforth the Ward 
"of God became Fudicial to them, Ifa. 6. 19. 
Go make the heart ef this people fat ; make their 
ears beavy, ſhut their eyes ; Leſt they ſhould Cons 
'wert and be healed ; God ſet them under an 
Hardening, Soul-killing Diſpenſation .of his 
Word, Hol. 6. 5. Therefore I have bewed them 
by the Prophets, 1 have ſlain them by the words of 
»y mouth, Truly, we may wich fear and 
trembling, conſider how generally inettecual, 

. the Miniſtry of the Word hath been wich us, 
' as to any general work of Converſion and 
Reformation,” and is yet like to, be z ſeeing 
that we cannot ſay ' what God could have 
done more for us thereby, in an ordinary 
way of working, to recover us, and reduce 
.us to himſelf 3, S6that our Lord may com- 
plain of us, as Jometime he did of chem = | 
| ” | ng 
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the perſon of the Prophet, Iſa. 49. 4- 1 have 
Laboured in vain, I bave (pemt my Strength for. 
naught and in vain, But, *« 

2. Can we ſay, what God ſhould further do 
further for us by bis Works, to reform and ſave 
us ; and that either by his Mercies or by his Fudg+ 
ments ; and all hitherunto in vain. Hy 
*. 4 T. Conſider how much, and how long God hath 
| Laboured with us in a way of mercy ; be hath 
multiplied all kinds, both of Temporal and 
. Spiritual Mercies upon us ; the richeſt, rareſt, 
choiceſt, peculiar mercies, the -moſt alluring, 
obliging mercies, even loving kindneſles and 
tender mercies ; and if we had rightly im 
proved them, they would have been Saving 
- Mercies ; he hach wonderfully magnitied all 
his Mercies to us; in that they have been. 
granted upon our Cries to him, in the times 
_ and caſes of our greateſt extremity z and cone 
tinued unto us notwichſtanding our great un- 
worthineſs, and manifold abuſes of them ; 
"they have been in all reſpeas very ſignal 
 Mercies, whereby God hath been drawing of 
us with the Cords of a man, the Bands of Love x 
Hoſ. 11. 4. But, Oh how have we abuſed al 
theſe Mercies, to. Pride, Catnal Confidence, 
Hardneſs of Heart ,- Preſumption, Security, 
Senſuallity ; ſo that we may: tear, they have 
been hardening,and ſo JudiciaF Mercies,grant- 
ed not 1n Saving Mercy,but in Judgment. + 
| | 2. Conſider 
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'2. Conſider we further, how much, and how 


.omg God hath been Labouring with us in @ way 
f Fudgment, te reform and [ave us ; he began 
11s Procefs with us by lighter affligtions, in a 
vay of Chaſtiſement and Corre&ion ; he be-. 
zan wich the Rod, but that not availing, Fe' 


=ntered into Judgment, drew the Sword ; 
and proceeded therein gradually, according as 
2ur fins have ariſen to higher and higher de- 
8fees of Tranſgreflion and Provocation ; fo 
God hath hightned the Severity of his Execu- 
tions, and thar unto a great conſumption of our 
fmall peopl:, both by the Sword, and by 


| the Sicknels, and otherwiſe, waſting, weaken- 


ing and conſuming of us; carrying on his 
whole Proctf; in fuch a way, as that we have 
been convinced and forced-to confeſs, that 
his whole gracious deſign, thereby hath 'been 
to reform ; as it is alwayes wich his People, 
Lev. 26. 23. If ye will not be reformed by theſe 


 tbings, &c. and the main iifue of the whole 


Procels, is to humdle and reform them, verſe 
4X. If then thine uncircumciſed heart be humbled, 
and thou accept of the puniſhment of thine Iniquse 
ty, then will I remcmber. my Covenant. But may 
not God yet complain of us, as he did of 


them, Jei. 44. 10. They are not humbled unto 


1h:s day. May we1o fcar,hat we are rather 
hardened than humbled, as they, Zeph. 7. 7. 
T ſaid ſurely they will fear me, they will recerve 
hs | Inſtruc} ion 


Infruftion ; but they roſe up early, and corrupted 
all their doings : We are under many fearful 
Symptoms of being hardened, and not hum- 
bled, by all paſt Judgments, that we are rather 
the worſe than the better for them, as they, | 
Tfa. x. 5, 6. Why ſhould ye be ffricken any more, | 
ye will revolt more and more ; the whole head is 
fick, the whole heart faint, &c. and truly it fo, 
we may dread that fearful Sentence, Jer. 6. 
29, 30. the Bellows are burnt, the Lead is conſu« 
med of the Fire, the Founder melteth in vain 
for the wicked are not taken away, reprobate Sil. 
wer ſhall men call them, becauſe rhe Lord bath 
rejefted them : Again, : GE 
" 3. Conſider, How much and how long God 
bath been proving and trying of us, both by bis 
Word, aud by bis Works, both by bis Mercies and 
his Tudgments ; _ indeed by all kind of mercje 
ful Probations ; to ſee whether we would re- 
pent and reform, as he did his people-of 
old, Deut. 8. 2. to humble thee, and to prove 
thee, and to know what was in thy heart, whether 
thou wouldſt Beep bis Commandments or ns ; verle 
16. That he might humble thee, and prove thee, to 
do thee good in the latter end ; truly ſo it is, God 
hath been many wayes, every way proving 
and trying of us, and that with much parti-. 
ence and long-ſuffering, ' waiting upon us to 
ſec how we would approve our ſelves unto 


him ; it may bs Jaid of this or that time, and 
| of 


hg 
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of this or that State and Condition » then and _ 
therein God tried and proved them 3 25 


. Exod. TF. 25 there he proved them, he proved 


them at Maſſab, Deur. 33. 6. and he proved 
them at Meribab, Pfal. 8x. 7. truly fo hath 


God been trying and proving New-England. 
| It 1s very eafie go Inſtance, when and how *: 


But alas, we have not: underſtood it, we do 
not, we will not underſtand it; and therefore 

Ic is that we have ſo wofully miſcarried and 
miſlapproved our ſelves under all Divine Pro- 


bations ; fo that all thoſe mercitul Probations, 


Mlighted , negkAted and abuſed, have only 
made further diſcoveries of our Stabbornnefs, 
and utter averſeneſs to turn to God ; and 1 
our Probations have iſſued in nothing, but 
the further Apgravation of our Sin and Pro- 
vocation of Gods Wrath, by tempting of him. 
All the while God was proving of them in 
the Wilderneſs, they were trying and proving 
of him to provoke him; as Pfal. 95. 8. Har- 
dey; not your hearts, as in the provocation, and as 


| ins the day of temptation in the Wilderneſs, whets 


your fathers tempred me, and proved me, and ſaw 
wy works, All theſe things conſidered, what 
can we expedt that God ſhould do more 1n 
an-ordinary way of working for our Salvati- 
on ; and what hope of Salvatien, but by 
che Lord our God himfli in Sovereign 
Grage? © Ys | 
. 2. To 


a 
by 


2. To make us yet more. ſenſible of our need 
of ſich Salvation : We . may conſider Hherber 
ve our ſelves ſhall be able to do any more for our 
ſelves, to Reform and Save our ſelves, than we 
have done. We are convinced there is no hope 
of Salvation. wichout .Reformation, and accor- 
dingly we have been ſtirred tglabour tt in that 
way, by the viſible improvement of all means 
which we have bad ;. all External helps, ad- 
vantages & incouragements, unto it,both trom 
Civil Authority ( at left) by making all kind. 
ot Reforming Laws ; as alſo, and ( more ef- 
pecially ) by the Power and Authority: of Chriſt, 
ans that in the higheſt way of Miniſterial Ex- 
erciie thereof, by the Churches in; Synods;; 
Ceclaring and teſtitying in the Name of Chriſt | 
againſt ail thoſe evils, which a:e the radical, 
and are likely to prove the fatal cauſes -of our 
defedtion : & laying open the whole way and 
work of Reformation, and propeting Expedt- 
ents , together with Solemn Acmonitions 
to.the People and Churches. to Repent and 
Reform, and that upon Peril of deſtruetion, , if 
we do not. 'In purſuance of which we have 
with Extraordinary viſible Solem::ity tranſacted 
with God, and one with another, and therein 
laid our elves under moſt Sacred & very awtul 
Obligations, by ' renewed Covenant irgage 
ments to Gad in Solemn manner, with Faſting, 
Prayer and Humiliacion ; whereia we havs 


promiſed | 
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promiſed, vowed, profeſſed and proteſtec 
unto him our moſt ſincere purpoſes and refe- 
lutions, by his Grace, to forſake our fins, anl 
to turn unto him with all our hearts and with 
all our Soul; unfeignedly ; and this we hve 
been doing, unul ( we may fear ) that we hive 
wearyed our God, as well as our ſelves by ur 
ofs Formalities: for ſo God ſpeaks of tleie 
igheſt formal performances; Ifa.1.1 3,14----- 
Fvcenſe is an Abomination to me --Your New Mens, 
and appointed feafts my Soul hateth, they ae @ 
trouble to me, I am weary to bear them. It re- 
mains then a fearful queſtion z Whether we 
have not by all this Aggravated our ſins, and 
further accumulated Divine wrath upon our 
ſelves ? for when a People Flatter bim vith 


| cheir lips,and Iy unto him with their tongues, heir 


hearts being not right with him ; It provekes 
him to Fealouſy and to Abborrency Plal.78.3659. 
Gad ſeems to Expreſs himiclf as more griered 
and provoked with the Formilicy, Hypociſfy 
and Treachery -of Judah, in their higheſt Re- 
formations,even that in Joſiahs time,than wich 
the Idolatry of Ifracl, & it haſtned deftratba 
upen them ; Jer.3.10,11. And yet for all this 
ber treachcruus Siffer Tudah hath yot turnes ts 
me with her whole heart but fetonedly (or in tfalle- 
hood ) ſaith the Lord ; and the Lord ſaid unto 
me, backſliding Iſrael, hath juftifyed her ſelf more 
uw (pare Jags, Mar cout DEI 
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"TM left, that we ſhall be able to doeany thing 


nore for our ſelves, to accompliſh our own 
Reformation and Salvation : Have we not 
caiſe then to bemoan cur ſelves before and 
utto God, as the Church, Jer. 3.23.25. Truly 
in vain is Salvation boped for from the Hills ec. 
Trily in the Lord our God is the Sale ation of Tſrael + 
Shane bath devoured the Labours of our Fathers -« 


We ly down in our Shame, that our Confuſion may 


tewr 45 ; 'and as Jer.31.19. 1 have ſwely heard 
Ephaim bemoaning himſelf thus---+ «Tarn thou 
me md 1 ſhall be turned, for thou art the Lord 
21) 56d, Thus we have heard how it deth 
appear that we ſtand in preſent exfream need 


of ich Salvation by God himſelt in Sovercign. | 


Mecy: 
YE Proceed, 


2 To ſhew, how we oug bt ſo 70 approve our 


felws to God as that we may be prepared ro bs 
the Subjetts of ſuch Salvation as this * | 
And to this end, 

:t. We muſt Labour wnto' a right and full 
 wneerſtanding, and an bumbling, heart breaking 
ſen of our c20n State and Condition, that we may 
lay # deeply to heart. It was the tvine of Gods 
People, that would never be made to under- 
ſtand, nor lay to heart, of which: God com- 

plains, Ia. 1. 3. Iſrael doth not know, my Peo- 

' Phe doih mot conſider ; and yet it was at ſuch a 
tine, wherein the whole head was ſick; and = 
2 B05E 
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Whole heart faint 5 from the ſole of the , foot ta 
the head, there as zothing jets off and eruts 
ſes, and putrifying ſores, which had not been clo- 


fed, nor bound up, nor mollified with Oyntment : 


Yet even then they did not Know nor Conſider 
what their Concition was ; fo Iſa. 42. 25. {4 - 
ſet bims on fire round about, yet he knew nt ; it 
conſume d him, yet be laid it not to heart ; there- 
fore they could not be Saved, becauſe they 
would. not lay it to heart, Jer. 12. 11. The 
hole Land is Deſolate, becauſe no man layeth to 
heart : Surely, there is very little ſign: of any 
laying to- heart in New: England, but the quite 
contrary ;..as it was. with. them; Iſa. 22. 12, 

4 id the Lord God of Hoſts call 
mourning, and baldneſs, and gira- 


ing with Sackcloth ; and behold joy and gladneſs, 


- | fajing of Oxen, and killing of Sheep, eating fieſh, 


and drinking Wine. jt wg revealed in mine 
ear by the Lord of Hoſt ely this | Iniquity 
ſhall not be purged yrom F;} je die, God 
grant that New-Englond may never incur th1s 
dreadful Sentence. We are much in the Lavds- 
cean State and Frame ; conceited that we are 
rich, and increaſed with Goods, and know not that 
2e are poor and blind & wretched & miſerable 
naked, Rev. 3. 17. It is the great thing that 
God 15 labouring to bring us to, that we may 
underſtand and lay to. heart, Deut. 32. 29. 
0 19 ty: 9 Oo they underſtood, theſe 


things, 
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things, that they would confider their Latter Find: 
2, We-mnift wterly renounce all carnal confi 
derice in our {elves, or in any arm of Fleſh ; eſpe- 
on thoſe carnal confidences, which we are 
. molt apt' unto, and which are moſt dange- 
rous ; thoſe carnal confidences in our viſible 


Covenant-relation to God , in our viſible 


Church-State, the viſible Priviledges, Intereſts 
and Enjoyments of the: Houſe of: God ; to 
cry. asthey, Jer. 7.- 4.' The Temple of the Lord, 
tbe Temple of the Lord. Carnal Confidence in 
our own Faith, and Prayer, is yet more: dan- 
gerous to think as they fpake, Iſa. 58.3. Where« 
fore have we faſted ſay 'they, and thou ſeeſt not, 


and afflicted our Souls, and thou takeſt no know- | 


ledge ? Ft is divers ways. too evident, that we 
Have abuſed our Faith and Prayer too much, 
to: carnal confidence ; but that which is moſt 
_ dangerous and giaftruRtive, is, carnal 'confi- 
dence in God I, Mic. 3. 11. Zet will 


_—_— , one evil can come upon us ; therefore 


ſhall Zion for your ſakes be plowed like a field : 


oa 


I 


d, and ſay, is not the Lord 
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God promiſeth, as, ver. 4. 1 will beal their 
Backſlidings, I will love them freely ; we muſt 
became 4 poor and an affiited people, ' Zeph. j 
II, 12. For then ] wiil take away out of the 
midſt of thee, then that rejoice in thy pride, and 
thou ſhalt no. more be baughty, becauſe of my Holy 
Mountain : I will leave in the midſt of thee, an 
affiied and poor people ; and then it follows 
ver. I. The Lord -hath taken away thy Tudg- 
ments, he hath caſt out the Enemy; ver. 17. The 
Lord thy God in the midſt of thee, is mighty, be 
will Save ; When Ged ſeeth that all power is 
one, and that there is none ſhut up nor left ; then | 
then they are prepared for Salvation in Sove- 


- | reign Mercy, Deut. 32. 36. When a people 
| Tpeak rrembling, and out of the duſt, that is, out 


of a_ depth of Humiliation, thagy they are 
ptepared for this Sovereign Mercy#an/ > 8 
1. We muſt Labour zo underſtand what it 

#s to be Saved by the Lord our Gd ; what it is 
that God muſt work both in us, 2nd for us, to Save 
#s : what Sal vation is, what our own Saving 
Good and Welfare is ; ignorance of this doth 
make a people uncapable of Salvation, Hoſea' . 
II. 3. They knew not that I healed them; this 
Ignorance was that which our Lord lamented 
with tears, weeping over Jeruſalem, Luke 19. . 
41. If thou hadſt known, even thou at leaſf in 
this thy day, the things of thy peace, but now they 
gre hid from thine eyes. God grant that 
” | Nd _ this 


. 
—_ 
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this may. not be verified on New-England,.o' 

- which there are very fad ſigns; we muſ 

therefore ſet our. hearts ypon that which Ii 

and.will be onr Salvation ; and without whact 

 there;can be no Salvation; c viz, ) the pow 
erful progreſs of the Word, 


Pp! , the Reformation of our Churches, the 


were. ſer upon theſe things, we ſhould be 


heartily willing to be Saved, earneſtly defi: 
Fous to be Saved; and if we were 1o,. Goc 
would foon Save, us ; Iſa. x. 19. If ye be wi 


ling : But fo it is, an Apoſtatizing People d« 
practically. refuſe to. be Saved, Iſa. 3o. I5. F& 
zhus ſauh the Lord, in returning and m reſt Fart 


ge be Saved, in quietneſs and, confidence ſhall b: 


your Strenl#h ; and je would not, but ye ſaid no 
8c. Jer. 2.25. but thou [aidſt, there is mo hope 
2we have loved Strangers, and after them we wil 
£0 3 This allo our Lord laments, Mat. 23. .37 
O Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem ; how often would 1 bav 
gathered thy Children, aud ye would not ; behol, 
your houſe is left wnio you deſolate. God neve: 
* deltroyes his people, but they , wiltully reful. 
to be Saved; truly our wilfulneſs in thol 
ways of ſinning, which are the dire& an 
broad way to deſtruction ; is - feartully figna 
© us; God hath been healing of us, and w: 
will not bg healed, we will aot be Saved fron. 

| OL 
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| Worſhip . anc. 
Work of God ; the Converſion of our | Peg 


elurretion of Religion: O if our | heart: 
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our ſins, but ſeem to be: the more reſolute in 
them, Hol. 7. x. hen I would have' healed Iſ- 
reel then the Iniquity of Ephraim,& the wickedneſs 
of SAamaria, Was diſcovered ; truly chat the {ins 
of the times with us, not only continue but 


" | Preyail more & more ; t1otwichſtanding all,thas 


God hath been doing to Save us from them 
15 matter of fearful contideration to - ns, and 
deep Humiliation, to all who have any ſence 
of the State and Condition ef cur People and 
Churches : O chat we knew what it is to bg 
caves. :: -- -f; rig 
4. We mulj ſubmit and commit our fehves 
unto God, with a practical acknowledg mens of, 
and ſubjeftion ' unto bis abſolute Soveraignty, 'ds 
alſo to the $ UPremacy of his Wilaom an wil 5 
that whatſocver he doth, it 5 good, yea, it 4s 
beſt in it ſelf, and as he doth it 5 and wirha 
giving of him che'glory of all that he dath to 
us or for us, or with: us, whether in mercy or 
in Judgment, with an abſolute ſubmiſlion . to 
his Soveraign Will and Picaiure, and an hum< 
' ble refolntion to bear! and indure whatloever 
he ſhall pleaſe to inflict ; be:willing he ſhould 
take any courſe with us to Save us; withal 
acknowledging our unworthineſs of -ſuch Sal- 
vation ; thus the people, Judg. 10. 175. have 
ſinned, do with us what ſeemeth good 10 thee, de- 
"liver ns" enty 292 pray thee this day : Obſerve here 


how they lmptore — Mercy tor their - 
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Salvation's and caft themſelves into the. arms 
ot- it; "ind"it follows, ver. .16. bis Soul was 
frieved for the miſery of Iſrael ; and ſo inſtant- 
ty Saved them by himſelf. - | 
ER. F We muſt ariſe and ſet to work for God ;. | 
with utmoſt lavour, diligence, zeal, courage, ,| 
faithfulneſs, with- all our 'hearts and Soulbs, 
with all our might and ſtrength, with a molt 
fine and fervent love to the work of God, 
and an heart, care, and cohcernment for it ; 
=*d Þng as we fir ſtill, and-{light and negle&t 
and deſert the Work of God ; running every 
wn to his'own houſe, as they, Hag. 1. 9. that 
3, piving up our ſelves to the World, "rm 
Worlktlineſs ; fo long as all ſeek their own things 
:aud not the things which are Feſus Chriſts, Phil. 
- 2. 21. I ſay, fo long as it is thus, there is 'no | 
Hope that God will-work for us in ſuch an | 
 extraordinary' way of Salvation ; But if we 
Will ariſe and work for, and with God, God 
. will ariſe, and-work for,” and with us; Hag.) 
2:4, 5- Now be ffrong O Zerubbabel, and be 
.ffrong, O' Joſhua, and bt frong all ye people of 
the 'Land, and work, for 1 am with you ,-+*and my | 
. Spiri remaineth among 'you, fear not. Obſerve, | 
it. we will work, God will be with us, and| 
. carry'on al:Saving Work for us by his Spirit. 
Fatſeneis, i: Untaithfulne6, Unſtedfaſtneſs in| 
the Work.of God, doth render: us:.not-only| 
Tr 5 We ps IDS M1 pane 
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unworthy and unfit, but utterly- uncapable of 
ſuch Salvation. | 


6. We muſt bearken moſt intenſely and effeFu- 
ally, ſabjefting our very Souls to the Word of 


, God; which is the higheſt means of the work- 


ing of Divine Wiſdom, Power, Grace and 


| Mercy in all Saving Work: tor the Children 


of men: Yea, and in working all kind of 


valvations for the Church and People of God. 
'The whole glorious work of Salvation out of 


Egypt, was wrought by the Word, Hol. 12. 
13. By a Prophet the Lord brought Ifrael out of 
Epypt, and by a Prophet he preſerved them ; by 
the Miniſtry of his Word he Sayed them out 
of their Apoſtacy, and the Calamity of the 
Babyloniſh Captivity; as appears by the whole 
Hiſtory of Ezra and Nehemigh, and the Pro- 
pheſies of Zechariah and Haggai ; and by the 
Miniſtry of the Word, the great and laſt 
Salvation for the Ghurch ſhall be wrought 5 | 
Iſa. 52. 6, 7. How beautiful upon the 1Moi.mtains 
are the feet of bim, that bringeth good tidings, 
that publiſheth peace, that bringeth good tydings of 
good, that } pee ar Salvation, that fatth to Zi- 
on thy God reigneth, Our Lord alſo propheſizth 


-the ſame, Mar. 23. 39. For I ſay unto you, ye 


ſhall wot ſee me henceforth, till ye ſhall fay, bleſſed 
#s he that cometh in the Name of the Lord: Sureiy, 
it was by the Miniſtry of the Word, that God 


/ . wrought gloripully for New- England, in giving 
: = ed ot 
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of us our Being, as his People. It is by the 
Miniſtry of his Word that he upholds and 
Carries on the work of Converſion, and there- 
by-upholds his Churches in their Spiritual Be- 
ing and Conſtitution, and Religion in them ; , 
and therefore it muft-be by the Miniſtry © 
| his Word, that that Work, and theſe Church- 
es and Religion which are.now ſinking and 
dying, muſt be recovered and revived, by a 
thorough Saving Reformation. Jrt.is by the 
power of the Word, that God makes Mercies . 
and Judgments, and all other Providential 
Diſpenſations, even all his wayes and works 
unto his people ſaving ; nothing will do us 
- . good, till God work by his Word, to make 
all effeftual. It is by his Word, that he doth 
lead and guide his people into, and in the 
way of Salvation. : Ir is by his Word that he 
removes 4ll obſtru&ions, ſabdues all opp -uti- 
| on; that the great Adountains before Zerutba- 
' bel; *become 2 Plain, Zech. 4. 7. It is by his 
Word that he doth ſtir up, and ftrengthen all 
Inſtruments, quicken, fanRifie and ſpirit all 
his Servarits-to'his work. O when God comes 
to Save New-England by himielf, we ſhall ſee 
and tecl wonderful effe&s & changes wrought 
by the Miniſtry of the Word; and when 
-ONCe our hdarts are fully & generally ſubjet- 
ed to the power of the Word, then we may 


be aflured, that God is ariſen, and at wow 
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' -For us in a gloriovs way. of Salvatioft by him- 
ſeit ; then we ſhall be prepared to be the Sub- 
jets of ſach Salvavon: When our hearts 
tremble under the power of the Ward,.. as it 
. Was With them, when God was at work with 
thetn,'to reform them, Ezra 9g. 4. Then ere 
aſe; ed to me, every one that trembled at the 
. words of the God of Iſrael ; and again, Ezris 
Io. 3» According to the counſel of my Lord, and 
of thoſe that tremble at the Commandment of our 
God: God 'weould de nothing for them till 
they: did thus fubje& themſelyes to his Word, 
| Zech. 7: 7. Should 'ye not bear the words which 
the L.ord bath cried by the yoice of the former 
' Prophets, whilf Feruſalem 114; inhabiced. Surely 
God expects that New-Fggland ſhould hear 
and odey thoſe many ſolemn words which  . 
he hath cried to them by the voice of the 
tormer Prophets, as | ry as thoſe which he is 
ſtill crying unto us Þy the preſent Miniitry, 
and this we muſt do before we can upen any 
rounds of Faith and Hope, exp2& that God 
ſhould Save us by himfelf ; Thus we ought to 
approve our ſelves unto God. | 
I Proceed, Z _ 
3- To ſhew how we ought to apply our ſelves 
t0 God for ſuch +Salwation ; and this I nezd 


not tell you, weall know ic muſt be by Faith 


and Prayer. 
1. By Faith, and it muſt be Pure Faith, 
; WINGUT 


. without the leaſt mixture or tincure of carnal 


Confidence, Prefidence or Diffidence ; and our 
Faith muſt work under a moſt humbling ſence 
of our. fins and of qur unworthineſs,and of our 


own utter inſufficieacy to help our ſelves, and , 


our preſent Extream neceflity of help ;.trom 
God, and from God alone, and that with a full 
reliance. and recumbence upon him, and. an 
'high and ſtrong Confidence in him for ſuch 
Salyarion ; - with }an humble and yet firm 


. - Cependence upon his Infinite Sufficiency, and , 


his Sovereign Grace and Mercy ; and with an 
| Hopeful, patient, earneſt, inſtant Expectation, 
I: oking, longing, waiting and watching for 


him 3n this way of Salvation. 'Thus we muſt -| 


believe by Faith,Aﬀerting our Covenant inter- 
eft in him and relation unto him as our God, 
the God 'iaf our: Sglyation;;\as the Church 1a. 
25.9. Lo this is our God, we have waited for him, 
be will fave us ; this is N 
for bim, we will rejojce and be glad. in bis Sal- 
UVAton, | Z 4346 

2. With ſuch an exerciſe of Faith- we are to 
apply unto God by Prayer : for ſuch Faith works 
molt powertully and effe@ually, by Prayer ; 


. and is ever prevalent with God,never fails, but 


ever obtains help from. God 5. but then we 


_ , muſt pray indeed, Pray ini/geod earneſt, with 


utmolt Sincerity, Fervency, Inftancy, -Impor- 
tunity, lapowiog thergin gvgn unto an Agony : 
- not 

| _—_— 


_ 


Lord we bave waited | 


- 
- 
e! 


1, 
\ 


_ {hou not at this time cry to me, my Father thou art | 
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not only cry, but cry mightily, with an. out-cry 
of Prayer, as 2 People ready to periſh : as the 
Children of Iſrael} ac.the Red-Sea 3 Exod:14.10. 
The People of Iſrael Cryed out to the Lord. Truly 
we are now concerned to Pray as for our Lives ; 
yea much more than for our own Lives, by 
the-utmoſt improvement of all Arguments of 
Faith and Hope in pleading with God : Srriv- 
Ing as it were once for all ; reſolving with 
Wreſtling Facob, that through his Grace, and 
hy. his own ſtrength, we will Hold him, and not 
bet bim go till we obt»in ; as Remembering that 
we-are Praying and Crying for Sovereign 
Mercy ; and being ſenſible, that not only the 
eternal concernments of our own Souls, but : 
that all the Saving concernments of our Church 
ces and People, and of all Poſtericy : that our 
very being and ſtanding before God under his. 
Covenant, in his Kingdomas his People : Yea 
that all the conceraments of Gods own Cauſe, 
Intereſt, Name and Glo y, with us, have great 
dependance ppon the fuccels.of our Prayers at 
this time. :' God hath been laveuring long to 
make New-England cry. God doth Expect & 
Wait to: hear us cry to him, as Fer 3.14. Wils- 


the guide of my youth :& he hath promiſed that 
he-.will be very gracious to the Voice of cur 
&Y,that when he doth hear it,he will anſwer, 
Iſo.30.19, Truly it is much to be feared, thak 
= TOR 
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New-Evgland doth not yet know what it 1s to 
cry ; thatis with qo wane Bemoaning, Be- 
wailing, Deploring, Mournful, Penitential Crys 
of Prayer ; although there are a Praying Peo- 
ple yet left with us, thoſe who are Gods Re- 
membrancers, who ſtand” before him in the 
Gap. But alas, how much of the Spirit, Life 
and Power of Prayer, s decayed-and wanting, ' 
among People and Profeſfors,. in Publick, Pri-- 
+ vate & Secret; and how much we have failed 
and falſifyed with God in our Prayers :: We 
have ſad cauſe ro Conſider, O that there mighe 
. be ſuch a General, Powerful cry of Prayer as 
Jometimes there hath been -with us; and as 
' Ged :now expects and- looks for, and; which 
1s abſolutely neceſfary, as the way -and means 
wherein we- are to ſeek and labour to obtain 
this Salvation from God : God hath therefore 
$ promiſed, that his People ſhall pray, Fer-29.17, 
I2. Then ſhall ye call upon me; and ye ſhall goe 
and Pray 'unto me, and 1 will hearken unto 
you, and yee ſhall ſeek me and find me, when 
ye foall ſearch for me With all your heart : This 
Is 2 promiſe that then they ſhould Pray when - 
the time of Salvation was come. God alwayes 
Saves his People in the way of ' Prayer, Fed, 
31.9. They ſhall come with»IWeeping and with Sup- 
plication will 1 lead them. Oh that God would 
pour out the Spirit of Grace & oupplication 
. | L 4 GLO8 ML 
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. - But it may be inquired, Hhat we are more 
bſpecially and particularly to Believe and Pray for, 
in order to the Obtatnmeyt of ſuch" Salvation ? 
I Reply, I muſt be for the returns aud con- 
tinuance of the Divine Preſence, and the accomplifh* 
 mews of the Promiſe of the Spirit. + 
_ That God would no furtber orQouger-: with- 
draw himſelf 5 His Spiritual,Gracious & Saving 
Preſence, but return to. us in thoſe ways and 
by thoſe degrees wherein and whereby he hath 
been departing from us : We have yet all the. 
viſible. ſigns and means of his preſence, that 
Ever we had, or any People can have : But 
alas, how much haye we loſt of the Spitiual 
Beauty, Glory, Power,Saving Effe&ts,and Bleſ- 
fednels of his preſence, and of the camfortable 
Beatifical Apprehenſions of his preſence in Spi- 
ritual Communion with him and communi- 
cations from him. - God is much with-drawn 
irom our hearts, and from his own Houlſe-; 
much of the ProteRing, Directing, Proſpering, 
Propitious preſence of God, in the wayes of 
his Providence gone. And truly the Divine 
preſence ſeems Kill co be upon - its remove 
from us; & we & our People ſeem to be very , 
lictle ſenſible of ic,and growing more inſenſible | 
& unconcerned about it: ſurely chen it is high 
time for us to ſtir up our ſelves to take hold 
of God: we may complain with the Church, 
J4.64-7. There is none $6at carl ugon thy Nady 
| | rhas 


vow 
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that ftirreth up himſelf, to take hold of thee, for thou 
haſt hid thy face from'us and conſumed us : Bot. 
I 0.12: 16 is time to ſeek the Lord till be come ; 
that-is-rill he return. Truly,Wo will be to us, 
if we ſuffer God to depart quite away from us ! 
Hoſ.9.12. It was theretore the burchen. of the 
Churches Prayer ,?/a.80.3.7.19--- Cauſe rhy face 
70: ſhine upon us av We ſhalks be Saved ; More 
lainly Expreſſed, Verſe 14. Return O Lord we 
eſeech thee, When ever Gol Saves his People, 
he retutns ; and when ever he returns,he brings 
Salvation wich him, ' Zech. 1. 16. { am returned 
ro Feruſalem with preat Mercies. ©, ©. 
2. Wa muſt believe and pray for the accompliſh- 
ment of the great Promiſe of the Spirit. It was 
intimated betore,that 'God works more imme- 


diately to Save his People by, his Spirit ; they 


therefore can expect noſuch'Salation, orher- 
wiſe then ty. the accomplilþment of that Pro- 
miſe of the Spirit ; which indeed ſeems to be 
a Fundamental Article: of ' the Covenant ' of 
Grace ; becauſe it is by” the -pertoxmance ' of 
that he brings his People into: Covenant with 
himſelf, and applies all the Saving Grace of 
the Covenant unto ther, and ſo thereby he 
becomes their God, and makes them his Pea- 
ple; therefore it is fo often in expreſs terms 
given and renewed in the Scriptme, both of 
the Old and New Teſtament, as Iſa. 44. x, 6. 
Iſa. 59. 20, 21. Ezgk: 36. 27: Ezek. 3 -4 
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Ezek. 39. 29. Joel 2. 28. and elſewhere abun- 
dantly ; which ſignifies, that God hath laid 
this Promilſe of his Spirit in the foundation of 
the Faith, Hope aftd Confidence of his Peo- + 
ple; and that the accompliſhment of it; is the 
great thing which they are to + believe and 

ray for, in order to their Salvation ; and 
therefore he hath direted his Church to wait 
upon him for Salvation, until he pour out his 
Spirit, Iſa; 32. 15. Until the Spirit be poured upon 
us from 0n high, and the Wilderneſs become a fruit. 
ful field. There were gracious Promiſes -of 
Salvation made to' ti Church in' that Cog- 
text ; but they were to wait for it, until che 
Spirit was. poured upon them from on high - 
Ir-all depended -upon'the accompliſhment of - 


| the Promiſe of the Spirit. We have ( it may 


be ) ſometimes thought and hoped, that we 
had ſeen God working in the way of his Pro- 
vidence, at this time, and at that, for our Sal. 
vation; and we have been apt to be much rai- 
ſed in our Spirits with what we have ſo 
thought God hath been doing for. us, and that 
with very high hopes of being ſuddenly and 
perfealy reſtored to as good and happy con- 
dition as ever. But alas! do we lee, do we 
feel God working by the power of his Spirit ? 
Truly, if not, whatever other Signs or Prog- 
noſticks of good we may think we ſee, we 
may aſlucs our felves, that all ſuch hopes and 
GY po contidences 
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* confidences will fail-ugg;and; we {ball .be left 
to complain, with the Church, Jer. 14. 19. 
looked for peace but wp gocd bath come, for a time 
of healing; 4-behvid trouble; and as lia. 59.. 9, 
JT. We-wait for light, apd behold obſcurity, for 


trightmeſs, but we walk, m darkneſs.c--- We looked 


fer Judgment, but there 1s none,. for Salvation, 
but 3f is far from as. | Thus it will be, 1o lon 
as God: doth, with hold and ſulpend, the Lil- 


penſation-ot the Spirit, which is of all ogher; | 


_ the mglt humiling. conſfleracion of . our, pre-. 


{ent Itate and condition 5-and therefore, if we 
hope. that'God ſhould ever have: mercy; upon 
New» England, and Save: vs: by himfclh;. .we 
muſt labour, gur very Souls muſt labour; by 
Faich in Prayer, for the-accompliſhmene of. hg 
Promiſe of che. Spirieg. ' It is;by the accom- 
Pliihment of ths Promiſe, that God doth, ac+ 
 complith all other Promiſes and Propheſies al: 


fo co his Church, referring to their Salvation s | 


Yea, 'it i5 by the acccmpliſhment of this, Pro- 
mile of the Spirit, that he-doth accompliſh all 
. his moſt great and Glorious Works - in the 
World, reteriing more direatly to his own 
Kingdom; Name and Glory. O may we ob- 
' tain this Diſpeniation of the Spirit, then 'his 
will be filled wich his Spiric 5 whereby. the 
_ Mimiſtry. and Miniſtratien of is will be made 
mighty and powerful, as the Red of Chri#fs 
Strength {emi out of Zion, and we ſhall be made 
: | * 
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a_ willing people in ſuch a day of his Power, Plal. 
It0. 2, 3. 1 hen all Ordinances ſhall be filled 
with the; Spiric, and ſo become, powerful and 
efte&ual,unto the moſt tull and abundant com- 
munication of all ſaving grace and. blefling/; 
repreſented in che Viſon. of. the. Candleſtigh, 
by the, two. living, growing, Olive Trees or 
Pragenes 3 diſtilling, che Golden Oyl inte the 
Pipes ; ſgnitying, the:Spirit powerfully, work- 


ing tor, the .communication of Grace & :Ble- 


ling, by the Adminiſtration. .of Ordinances:; 
therefore the Viſion was expounded by the 
Promiſe of the; Spirit, .Zech. 4.6. Alſo, God 
_ by filling his Word and Ordinances .with. his 
| Spirtr, will fill his Churches with his: Spitic ; & 

then we ſhall ſee the: Churches fſpiriced wunts 
Churctt Reformation ;-and ſo flouriſhing again 
with all Spiritual Proſperity.: the ,Promile, ;jt - 
Is primarily made unto the.Chyrches; by the 


, | accompliſhment of which, God will alſo fill all 


his Seryants, ( berruſted, wich the managemear 
of the affairs of his People.and Churches)with 
his Spirit. Yea, all his peeple will, be ,gradi- 
ouſly influenced by his Spiric, unto. .extraordi- 
-Nary, Abilicy, and Aftivicy. in bis Service. Q . 
that, we may thus believe and pray effecually, * 
that God wauld, Pour -:0uz -bis ; Spirit. npon wall 
\ Fleſh, according-to his Promile, Foe 2. 28,29. 
Elpecially reſpeRing. the ſaving gitts &. graces 
'of it, in a general, work of Genverliop whos 
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In more eſpecially it is that God works more 
Immediately, .co Save his People by himſelf, 
ard which is, the only trne and real Salvation. 
And when God thus pours out his Spirit upon 
 +hisPeoplet and Charches, he works alſo in an 
extraordinary way; and manner, by his Spirit, 
in the' ways and works of his Providence, el- 
-pecially ' wich reference to his Churgh ; which 
-&'held forth to us; in that Viſional Scheme of 
Divine Providerice, Ezek. 1. By the Spirit ©of 
* the Living Creatures, and the Wheeles, and the 
"Thrope, 'ond the appearance of 'a man upon # ; 
-Hgnitying, our Lord Chriſt, in the "Acmint- 
«ftration'of his Providential Kingdom, by the 
working of his Spirit in the Difpenſations of | 
Providence ; *a more: glorious appearance” of 
which,will be {een'in approaching accortpliſh- 

ments. ' Hence we'proceed to the * 
2 Exhortation':* Which is to Excite us to be- 
 lieve, *ppiy and improve” this great Promiſe, that 
God: will have'meircy upon” New-Engtand , and 
"Save "us by bimſelf. Not -by might, nor by 
_" power, -but by his Spirit, and that in a way of 
. Sovereign'Grace ; this' ſeems to be the only 
"hopeful way that we have left, wherein God 
.calls*us to wait upon him for Salvation. O 
_ therefore that we may cbtain grace ſo to be- 
-lieve, apply.and improve this Promiſe, and 
c thereby enter;into-this'moſt ſure- and happy 
-way of Salyation. ' Theretors 1 

"IP | —& | 1.1 
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\.._* Gods Opporiunity, 4% 
- ..T. I take leave humbly to propoſe this Ex- 
hortation, unto thoſe who are, wr may be our Rex 
ters, together with the Repreſentatives of the Per* 
pe in this General Aſſembly. Right Honoura- 

le, much Honoured -and Reſpeted; Suffer 


your ſelves to be intreated, in the Name of the 


Lord, and by this Word of the Lord ; to undertake, 
and carry on your whole ork, in the Adminiſfra- 
tion of. Government, bath by Legiſlation and” Exe- 
cut ion, and in the management of all the great Af- 
fairs of the Publick Weal of this People of God, 
which you are by him betruſted withal, by @ wery 
powerful exerciſe of Faith, in this great Promiſe, 
#hat God will have mercy upon this bis People, 
and Save them, by the Lord their God : This is 
the Word of the Lord to you, as it was to 


' Zerabbabel, the Governour of Judah; Not by 


might, nor. by. power, but by my Spirit ſaih the 
F3-5 off Hobs - It "any A T. Gi a founTa- 
tion of Faick, to you, as it was to him: Thoſe 
whom God made*Rulers ane Deliverers of his 
People ; eſpecially in times and caſes of Dith- 
culty and Danger ; they are Chronicled we 
Holy Writ, for mighty men of Faith according to 
the Apoſtles Indudtion, Heb. 11. Moſes, Gide- 
0n, Barak, Sampſon, Fepths, David, Samet ; to 
whom we may add, es, Ezra, Nehemias, 


' Zerudbabel : Theſe all carried on their mighty: 


works, for the Salvation of Gods People, by 


Faith; and therefore were ſtyled Sayjours, 


D 2 Neb, 


eb. 9g. 7. According to.thy manifold mercies, thou 
48 " ve, y:f; ©, Sq i&-+ | © _ 
gaveſt the m Saviours, who. Saved them.” If God 


v 


{hall fo ſpirit You unto ,believing, we ſhall be ' 


comfortably, perſwaded, if not aflursd, tbat he 
will. make you ch Saviours, and Save us by 
your means - The preſent State of our People, 
11 this difficult, diftrefling conjun&ture of &me 
and affairs, doth require the extraordinary eX- 
erciſe and improvement of your Faith'in God, 


according tothis promiſe; nothing can be done. 
eftecually. by-you for our Salvation without 


It ; every thing will be favingly performed 5y 
i, May you, : by the Exerciſe of Faith in 


Prayer, obtain the accompliſhment of this Pro- ' 


miſe to your ſelves ; you ſhall by an inexpref- 
ſible Experiment,feelthe Spirit of God coming 
upon/you, moving .and actuating of you, by 
the more immediate influences of his Divine 
Wiſdom, Power and Grace, in all Service 'un- 
© Gad, and his People, in your ſeveral-places, 


at with a ſincere and ſingle reſpe&, to. 


Pak 
of alga our good, which is the higheſt 
good .and end of all Government. And then 
you.ſhall be ſtirred up 8 ſtrengthened, to ſer 
| Jour, ſe]ves, with- an. high . and holy zeal and 
courage, in the. Szrength and Power of the Spirit 
of God, againit ak the moſt powerful, danpe- 
rous . and deſtraRtive*_ Sits . and Evils of the 
, Times. The Spirit, of God ſhall by you, Lift 
*p @ Standard againſt them ;, now they are rr 
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king irs upon; us like a Flood. - Tt igppears by. 
_ Sdtipttye Inſtances, that it is, Gods: way. to 
Save his People from their Sins, by, the. power: 
and working of his Spirit, in and by Religiqus Rus, 
ters, as well as-in and by his 'Word', & ſeldeme. 
| oherwiſe.. Inthe power of the Spirit-alfo, you, 
ſhall labour effeRually to recover, uphold and 
advance Religion;/by promoting Holineſs and 
Righteonſneſs, in alt-che. wayes of it; that ſo 
we may ve quiet .and- peaceable lives in all 


|” Godlineſs and Honeſty. - Much Honoured, 1 


do. with all humble Importunicy, Pray & Be- 
ſeech you, to ſuffer tlis word of Exhortation. 
_ It will be your higheſt chonour, as well as hap- 
 pineſs in your Station, to-Subſerve ſo immedi- 
ately by the Spirit unto God himſelf, when he 
comes to Saves his'People by himſelf. The 
firft New- England 'Magiſtracy , under whoſe 
Conduct; God led tis People into: this Land 5 

by Faith: obtained this-Promiſe of the Spirit: ; 
and being extraordinarily ( even: divinely) 
Spirked, both in the: undertaking and progreſs 
_ of that glorious work, unto an happy confum- 
mation, in Setting up Churches, Warſhip, Ors 
dinances,and the Spiricual Kingdom of Chriſt 
here. \ May it therefore be z our higheſt, and 
very holy-ambition, to:be ( through the pow-. 
er and afhtiftance'cf che Spirit } Repairers and 
Reſtorers of that work, and of theſe Churches 
thereby: unco their primitive: beauty and __ 
2761 ET D 3 nels 5 
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neſs ;  & [that more eſpecially at ſuch a time, | 
wherein God ſcems to be ariſen ynto an ex- 

traordinary way of working, in preparation. - 
unto great Accompliſhments for his Churches, 
and People in the World. - Herein you ſhall. '| 


' Hot only-be graciouſly accepted, but gloriouſly 
-- Rewarded; for if God thus improve you; and 


you thus-approve your ſelves unto. Ged, he. 


will Signabze his ſpecial favour unto you, by 
making and ſetring of you as. a Sigyer upon 


| his right hand, Hap. 2. alt. Then ſhall we with ' 


m'1ch-Joy and thankfulneſs, acknowledge to 
his Praiſe, That he hath given. us Rulers. d:- 
winely Spirited Fuſt men, fearing God ; and that 


be hath reftored unto us our Fudges as at the firſt, 


and our Counſellors as at the Begnming. | 

2. E propoſe the ſame word of Exhortation 
#310 my Bretbren in the Miniſtry, and herein Þ 
defire firſt coapply to my ſelf, who am amon 


all the reſt moſt unworthy ; 8 therefore molt 


--unmeet in that reſpe& to apply unte you; yet 
having ( through divine: patience and mercy ) 


lived to out-live the moſt of thoſe of the more - 


worthy Servants of Chriſt, who have been 
Coxcaneous with me, and being one of thoſe 
Ancient Men yet Surviving,* who have. ſeen 


tne Firft Temple, the Firſt Houſe, in much of its | 


Firft-Glory : 1 mean theſe, Churches , ſhining 


with the fulnefs and ſplendor of the divine | 


Preſence, in the beauty of holinck 5 and who 


\ 


have 


Y 


-4 
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have alſo unhappily Fen, the beginning and 
progreſs of that defecti on,-. which hath occaſi> 
oned the gradual removes of the. Glory and 
which doth endanger, the:diflolution-of theie - 
Conſtitution ; cherefore I ought to be the more 
fkenhble, and deeply- affected, & to propoſe & 
prefs.the .Exhortation the more ſenſibly and 
affeionately.  Whereby, O that we might 
be all moved, to wait earneftly upon Gad by 
Faith in Prayer, for the Promiſe of the Spirit im 


| . the: more full accompliſhment of it. to our ſelves > 


We ( tho unworthy) are Servants of our Lord 
Chriſt, under peculiar relation unto him, as 
the great Prophet, Apoſtle, Shepherd and Biſhop of 


|. Souls, the bead Miniſter of this moſt glorious 


Goſpel Miniſtry and Miniftration 5 who hath en- 
gaged himſelf to his Servants, by many. ſpeci- 
al Promiſes, of his Preſence, Spirit,” Power, 
and Grace, to carry on his own work in their 
hands, more immediately. by himſelf in refpe&t 
of which it is ſaid ;-They are Lahourers together 
with God, and to work the work of the Lord,that 
which is more peculiarly his ; unto which, no 


| Creature in Heaven or Earth, hath any Self- - 
ſufficiency, and wherein Paul and Apollos them- 
ſelves were nothing ; and in. which the Excelley- 


ey of Power, doth alwayes appear to be of God, 


+ And, becaule ic is all Spiritual, Supgrnatural & 


.- Creating Work 3 Wherein the Apoſtle him- 
FF, faid he, laboured, with fear © much tremn- 
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| blijg donbtleG under awfut-apprehenfions of: *|' 
_ the-mwore immediate Actefies-and Concourſes 
__ ofthe Divine Preſence and Power © nothing 
. therefore #s to be done in it Savingly, but 'by | 
Divine Sufficiency;/ingaged-by the Spitic, by 
 whors tis Servants may be 'endusd with power: 

: from on high, and made able Minifers of the Si 
rit, tbe Holy\Ghoft being ſem down from Heaven, 
together 14th the Word" Preached, by theic Mini-- 
fry: "The mExns.whereby this work is to be 
carried on, are not* Carnal, but Spiritual ant 
Mighty, only through God: and' fo. are to be 
improvedonly through Faith, that his Servancs 
being full of Faith, may alſo be. full of the Hop 

| Ghoſt, and'of Power." God gave a'very pow- | 
_ | 'Sfy}, profperqus progrefs tothis glorious work 
Þy he Firſt Old England Miniſtry in the- rſt 
New'Engiz4H4 Churches, which flouriſhed ek- 
ecedingly thereby. And God hath-gractoufly 
upheld it:by the ſacceeding Miniſtry, - though |. 
nor Wich like fulneſfs of faving ſaccels; Nor 
' , withbura very fadening, humbling dimimcdon 
'of Saving Grace and Blefling, and a tgradual |, 
'fatlure of the "work of Cahverſion: Fhe'work 
beitig therefore attended; wich more.&-more 
 Uifficutty*and Uiſcouragement. O how muck 
"his more are the poor Servants of - Chrift cot | 
_ cemed cagginforce and ftrengthert their de-' 
 pendence upon him, by Faith in his:Promile, 
Cit all 'the Promiſes”) of” his-Spvie for more 
* Kimediate and extraordinary Ailiſtance,conlſt- 


| Gods Opportunity oe 
'|' dering they are: called to labour for bim in 
the: decaying Stare jof- Religion,;;tke declining 
State. of Churches and Chriſtians,wich a Back- 
' | fliding people, with an: hard-hearced; unbeliev- 
” 1 |: Ing, difobedient: generation of Sinners, height- 
' | ning} and: f{irengthning themſelves in their - 
ways of (inning, multiplying and aggravating 
all the: Sins of the Times, unto.an_ higher and 
higher degree, both: of FTranſgreflion and Pra- 
vacation; and much in danger of falling um 
| Yer that moſt dreadful Execution : of Divine 
Vindidtive Juſtice wpors the Souls of men,” by 
Spiticual Plagues and-Judgments:: And in all 


This pat yew before; and II an an- 
| wr 5. and: departing Goa, :proceeding in" a way 0 
Sets F andhale. our Land Ghriit, 4 
£40" far provoked, as to-threaten, to come quick- 
by, to remove the Candleſtick -out of its place, ex- 
Tept:208 ſpeedily repent, and do the firſt works: @ 
|" trheh with how much Sow! concern, ought all 
thoſe who have received this Miniſtry, to ims-. 
oor divine mercy that they may not faint; 
but may obtain Faith to perſevere, with cou- 
:Fage'and. confidence, under the working of his 
\Power, which may wark in them more immediate- 
by, and mightily by the Spirit, to furniſh them 
 * more abundantly with che Spiric and Grace 
'. : of the: Goſpel Miniſtry. That they may ſpeak 
 _UavrtheOracles of God; all that which God would 
| have ſpoken unto. his people, at ſuch Q tune, 
-: and in ſuch a caſe, which may be moſt ſuita- 


# 
F 


table, ſeaſonadle, powerful and effe@tual to. '|| 


awaken, convince, admontſh;- warn; inſtruc, 


exhort, humble to deliver all the Moflages, 


which God doth: ſend, even the whole burthen 
of the Ward of the Lord, to bear and recerve the 


Word from his mouth, and:ſo to warn the people 


from him, that they may deliver their own Souls. 
 O never, never, hath there been 1o - great an 
incumbency upon 4#ny New- England Miniſtry; 
as upon this Miniſtry which. God hath-;now 


raiſed up: ( and through his grace hopefully || 


qualified ) 'to labour ' with: che preſent rifing 
and ſtanding Generations in theſe Churches; 
forasmuch- as.our Heal or Wo, 'in- the iſſue; 

Goa's Comroverſy with ns, either in Mercy. or. in 


Fudgment , either in, Sakuation or Deſtruttion, 


' will have great dependance upon the ſucceſsfulneſs, 
or nine fd ar Unity If Gol 
make this Miniſtry favingly ſucceſsful in-a 
.general Converſion, we - are Saved : If God 
fuffer it ed be Judicial, we may. tremble 'with 
fear, at the thoughts of the iſſue ; inaſmuch as 
_ » this - Miniſtry ſeems to be ſet for the la 
Tryal or Probation ( at leaſt) of that Generation, 
with whom God hath been, and is in a way of 
- Fadgmem O then, Let us be maved to believe 
and pray powerfully for ſuch of the Servants 


of Chriſt, who are juf now Entred or Entring ' 


upon the. Work ot. the Miniſtry ;: and: who 
are to labour therein, under every dark aud 
F | 7 donbsrful 
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will do with his People and Churches bere. Oh, 
who! may Survive or live to fee the iſſues and © 
events, either in Salvation, or - otherwije ? I ſay, 


' Let us;Believe and Pray for them, that they 


may lay out themſelves, their very Hearts and 
Souls in every part of their work : and 
thac-their Miniſtry may be favingly fſuc-. 
ceisful; and themiclves eminently Subſecvi-. 
ent; to a Glorious Salvation by the Lord our God 


' Himſelf, in a way of Sovereign Grace. 


To: Conclude, - 
\ . 3. I propoſe this Exhortation, To all the be- 
lieving Proying People of God with us. O believe 
and pray,; Improve this great promiſe by Faith 
in Praver, That God may have mercy upon 
New- England, and Save us by himſcli in a way 
of Sovereign. Grace. It is high time thus to be- 
lieve and pray : and to this end, + 
.\.T7, We mult take heed, that we do not 


\ preſume upon Sovereign Grace, which we are 


apt and ( I fear we begin ) ro doe : We muſt 
therefore remember that God hath not_by his 
Covenant abſolutely ingaged the abfolate ſuffi- 
ciency of his Sovereign Grace for the Salvation 


- of his peo; le; but he hath ingaged himſelf only 


according to the Ordinate & Ordinary work- 


_ Ing of his Grace and Mercy,to a repenting,be- 


lieving,obedient,reforming People. God is not 
wont to Save an hard hearted, Impenicent, un. | 
of ; | believing, 


doubtful Difpenſations , not knowing what God 


' 5s Mans Extremity, 

believing, difodedient People continuning in” 

their ſins, {lighting, negleQing, abuſing V* re- 

j=Ring;ordinary mercy offered to them : I ſay, / 
d is not wont to Save ſuch. a People by. S0- 


pa 


nog Grace ; he doth feldome (if ever ) fu-! ' 
perſe 
a People by Sovereign Mercy ; he doth rarely” 
Save ſuch. a Generation who have firſt provok- 
ed him to enter into Judgment, by Sovereign 
Mercy. Itis therefore dangerous to prefume 

' upon Sovereign Grace. NSN V's 

2. We muſt remember alſo, that the pro- 
miſe 'of Sovereign Mercy is made only to 
Mourners, to a People brought down to fuch a. 
depth & degree of mourning & humiliation, 
that their Spirits, their Hewts, their Souls, are 
ready to faint & fail within them ; ſo exprefly 
in the text of that promiſe, '1/a.57.16.18---Wth 
him alſs ho is of an humble & contrite Spirit, to 
revive &c.' For I will not contend for ever-- for the 
Spirit ſhould fail before,and the Soul which I have 
made. I bave ſeen his ways &> I will heal him, 
wilh-reffore comfort to him and to his mournets,@cl 
Truly we muſt Expe& that God will make New- 
Englind Mourn,until our Spirits, our Hearts be 
ready to faint within us ; before he will Save 
us by Sovereign Grace :: with theſe cautionsall 
the ſincere People ot God, in the Land,;may: 8 - 
* ought to ſet themſelves to believe & Pra "with | 
, Contidence $ comfort tor the accomplij m_ 
- : Q 


e this courſe & proceſs ot: his with ſuch" 


Gods Opportunity. ſ7 
of this glorious promiſe of Salvation : and have 
nor good but great incouragement ſo to doe, 
tor as much as, 
-.:T Though our condition reſpeting our fins'and 
Gods wr ath & Judgment, for them, be very dange* 
TOUS, YEE .1t 15 not-defperate'; there is always hope for 
the People of God: When there is not any, nonet 
the leaſt or. moſt-remote appearance of hope, from 
man. or means, ether Ordinary or Extraordinary. ; 
Yea thongh- there may be all the moſt prodigious 
180 & formidable appearances, and inevitable ap- 
Rn of deftruction borh by Sin and Judgment : 
*Let-ftii] there is. hope in God, and he would have 
his People to underſtand ir, 1/4.4. 2.9. Hy ſayeft thou 
* O'Faceb and ſpeakeſt O Iſrael, my way is hid from the 
Lord, and my Fudgment paſiad over from my God, haſt 
thou not known, hat thou not heard, that God, the ever- 
laſting God the Lord, fainteth not nor his weary ©, 
Yea God inceurageth his People to hope in their moſt 
deſperate caſes, Fer 31.16,17. Thus ſaith the Lord re« 
frain - thy voice from Weeping and thine eyes from tears, 
for there is. hape in thine end : Jer. 29.11. 1 know the 
thoughts that T think towards thee, thoughts of peace © 
not of evil to give you an expefted end. God fome« 
times gives his People, The Valley of Achor for 4 door 
of hope, Heſ.2,15 Opens to them'a door of hope in 
the- greateſt depth of diſtreſs : There is always Hope 
z71n Ifrael, in the moſt deſperate caſe, Ezra 10.2. 12: 
NOPF there is hope in Iſrael concerning this thing. | 
+2. That we have net only hope, bur « ſure Fours 
dation of Faith & Confidence in God for Salvation (viz.) 
His Covenant and all bis promiſes, whereby We are 
Wured, that be is nor. oply able, but gracjoully Vit 
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ling to Save us : reſerving to himſelf the abſolute 


Þberty of his Sovereignty,*eirker to Save or Deſtroy, | 
Fer.18 16 O beuje of Iſraeli cannot 1 ds with you as thel 


Porter. Bur GcoG hath not yet taken away his Co- 


venant from us, he hath vot. yet ſaid of us ( as of this|:' 


People jn our text )) ether Loruhamat, I will no'more 
have mercz, or Loammi, ye are not ny Peopie, I will 


not be your God s nor broken the ſtafi of Beauty or:of 
Bands, He doth yet own usand call us his People, . 


and give vs leave to call -him our God, yea our Fa» 
ther and cur Fathers God alſo. We may yet Pray in 
Faith as the Church, Ilſa,63 15 £Zock down from Hea- 


ven and behoid; frem the babitation of thy Holineſs, and| 


thy glory, where is thy Strength, thy zeal, the ſounding of 
thy bowels, and thy mercy, are thy reftrain ed ?--- Doult- 
lefs theu art our Father : and as Ia. 64- 8,9. O.Lord 
-theu att cur Father---behoid ſee we bejeech theeg we are" 
. a/l thy Pecpie : and as Jer. 14.9. Jet thou O Lord art 
#n the miaſt of us we are cated by thy Nameg leave 
Hs 7NoOts "2? | 
3. Gcd delights to Save bis People by Himſeif, thcre- 
by moſt gloriouſly te magnity his own Wiſdom and 
© Power above man and means; as 'in our Text; # 
. wall Save them by the Lord their God, and will nct Save 
hem by Bowgnor by Sword, nor by Battle, nor by Horſes, 
nor by Horſemen : Qbſerve,. God would not. Save 
them by Ordinary means, but by Himſelf, .that he 
might exalt himſelf in his own Strength, P/a/.21:1 3. 
Be thu exalted in thine own Strength, ſo we will fing 
.and praiſe thy Power... Sometimes God Saves. his 


| 


4a _— gm—_—y —_— - i. 


People by terrible things in Providence, P/al. 65.5: 
"By terrible things in Righteouſneſs wilt thou anſwer us, 
© God of our Salvation. By wonderful viliciflitudes of 


Providential diſpentatiens, the Wheels of Divine Pro-J 


vidence 


"Wa. a a i we ot i a a A ont, Dean. Ant: ao. 


Church be fulkilled ro us, 


j vidence, are ſometimes fo h:gh,that they are dreadful, 
| Exek. 1. 18. This made the Apoſtle to break torth, 
- into higheſt expreſſions of Admirarion and Adorati- | 


on with doxalogy, Rom. 11. 33. O the depth of the 
"riches, both of the wiſdom and knowledge of God ;, how 
unſearchable are hrs Fudements, and his Ways paſt find- 
out ; who hath wo the mind of the Lord ? Or, who 
beth beew bis Counſellor : For of bim, and through him, 
and to him are al things, to 'whom be glory for ever, A- 
men; | Thete will be a time, when the Church ſhall 
ſing the Song of Moſes, and the Lamb, Rev. 15. 3. 
Gateat and marvellous are thy works, O Lord God At- 


| mighty, juſt and orue «re thy ways,O thou King of Saints. 


O that' New-England may live 'to' have her part in 
4+ If God ſhall thus Save us by himſelf : I: wil be 


| the moſt full, perfet, ſaving and glorious Salvation that 


ever God worketh for his People-in this World, He will 
magnifie New* England again before the World ; he 
will make:us again a Praiſe in the earth, by cauſing 
'our righteouſneſs to'go forth as brightneſs, and our 
Salvarion-as'a Lamp which burneth, Ifa, 62. I, 7. 
God will -glorife himſelf before all people in us, 
when he ſhall thus Save us from: our {ins & apoſta- 

» by the power of his Spirit, in-a general work of 

onver{ion and Reformation ; and by a glorious re» 
ſurre&tien of Religion, in the life and power of it ; 
and by the'return of his ſpiritual and gracious Pre- 
ſence unto us in the fulneſs of it; and- fo by cauſing 
his face to ſhjne pon us. O this will be glorions 


| 'Salvation ! and that is the Salvation which I have in- 


tended and ſpoken of all along ; and when this Sal- | 
vation comes, then ſhall that great Promiſe unto the 

fer. 33-9: #4 | nid 
cleanſe 


'69 y -Afis £ "fre mtity, Kc, 
cleanfe them from all their [niquity, whereby they Fave 
finued againſt me ; and | will pardon their miquities 
| nd it ſhall be unto me for a Name of joy, a praiſe and 


' #n honour before ail Nations of the. earth, which ſhall | 


_ hear of the good that | will do to them, and. they. ſeal 
Fear and tremble, far all the goodneſs, and. for \aflt 
the . Proſperity that 1 foal. Procure unto 2t, 
In that day will, God accompliſh-ithat | great | 
Promiſe unto us, Zeph.. 3.-1.7. In thar day it ſhall be 
faid unto Feruſalcm, fear noty-»=- the Lord thy Ged 5s 
3n the midft of thee, mighty, he wild ſave, be wil: neo 
Joice over thee with Joy, reft in his love to thee, joy .over 
#hee with ſinging. O bleſſed, will -ſuck-:of the:'Serv 
vants of God be, who ſhall = hereafter live 
ro ſe the accompliſhment. Yea, bleſſed fhall we 
be, may we dy i the Faith, hope, confidence..and 
comfort of the accompliſhment of this Promiſe, in 
Gods time to his people and Churches here :.1 wit 
bave mercy upow New-England, and 1 will Save them 
by the Lord their God, What remains then bur char | 
we believe, pray and wait for as much :as the Lord 
wazteth that be thay be gracious to us, and be wilt be 
exalted tbat be may have mercy upou us, for the 'Lorll 
#s 4 God of Fudgment, and bleſied are all thoſe that wait 
for Him. . CEILAET 13465 | 
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